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September 2026 
Early Learning Calendar

Encourage a love of learning in your child by doing one 
fun activity each day. Visit griver.org or your local library 
for more ideas, books and programs to do with your child.

Every Child Ready to Read® is a project of the Association for Library Service to Children 
and the Public Library Association, divisions of the American Library Association. 

Name five words 
that begin with 
the /s/ sound.

Read the classic Mouse 
Count or Mouse Paint 
by Ellen Stoll Walsh to
celebrate her birthday.

Find and count five 
brown things 
in your house.

Pretend you are a bus 
driver. Arrange chairs 

in rows like seats.

Go outside and run 
a race with a friend 

or sibling.

It’s National Read a 
Book Day! Share books 
with someone you love.

Use a timer to see 
how long it takes to 

brush your teeth.

Go outside and 
talk about 

the weather.

Use colored blocks 
to make a 

simple pattern.

Play a hopping 
game with 

a friend.

What can you do with a 
ball? Throw it? 

Kick it? What else?

Visit your library today. 
Do you have your own 

library card?

Spend time with 
a loved one on 

Grandparents Day.

Use all five senses to 
explore an apple: taste, 
touch, smell, see, listen.

Go to a store or 
apple orchard, and 
count five apples.

Read a book by
Karen Katz, such as 

Peek-a-Baby to 
celebrate her birthday.

How many words 
can you name that 
rhyme with “fall”?

Pretend you are 
an alligator. 

How would you move? 
What would you eat?

On National Dance 
Day, practice your 

dance moves!

Look at the color of 
your shirt. What else can 

you find in that color?

Jump up and down 
until you feel your 

heart beating faster.

On the first day of fall, 
read A Fall Day for Bear 

by Bonny Becker.

Look at pictures of 
animals and talk 

about their sounds.

Use plastic cups and 
craft sticks to see 

what you can build.
Visit your 

library today!

Move your body as 
you sing a song about 

falling leaves.

Count with a 
grown-up as they 

push you on a swing.

Read Trusty Bus 
by Elizabeth Verdick 

to celebrate the 
start of school.

Roll toy cars through 
a paper towel tube. 

Pretend it is a tunnel!

Tell someone about 
your favorite 
fall activities.



September Booklist:

Great River Regional Library 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten
Is your child registered for 1000 Books Before Kindergarten? Help your little one get ready to read by reading 1000 books 
before entering kindergarten! You’ll build early learning skills while bonding with your child; it’s a win-win! Sign up through 
our Beanstack site, www.griver.beanstack.org, or the Beanstack Tracker app. Or, sign up at your local library and find out 
how they award small prizes. 

Mouse 
Paint

by 
Ellen Stoll 

Walsh

Trusty Bus
by 

Elizabeth 
Verdick

A Fall Day 
for Bear

by 
Bonny Becker

Say Hello 
Like an 

Armadillo 
by 

Zewlan Moor

Humpty’s 
Great Fall

by 
Amy Moore

My Dog 
Smudge

by
Sujean Rim

Peek-a-Baby 
by 

Karen Katz 
(board book)

What Color 
Is It? 

by 
Alice Hemming 

(board book)

September Songs/Rhymes:
Fall is Here
(sung to: Mulberry Bush)
This is the way the leaves fall down,	 flutter fingers downward
The leaves fall down, the leaves fall down;
This is the way the leaves fall down,
Now that fall is here.
additional verses:
This is the way we stomp in the leaves . . . 	stomp feet
This is the way we rake the leaves . . . 	 pretend to rake
This is the way we jump in the leaves . . . 	 jump in place

Two Little Apples
Two little apples, high in the tree.
One for you and one for me!
I shook that tree as hard as I could.
And down came the apples– mmm, they were good!


